DANGEROUS  SKIRMISH  BEFORE  ACSBURG-               79
the enemy made a very hot fire, had beat them from this post before two hundred foot, which the king had sent me, had come up Being joined with the foot, I followed the enemy, who retreated fighting, till they came under the cannon of a strong redoubt, where they drew up, and I could see another body of foot of about thiee hundred join them out of the woiks, upon which I halted, and considering I was in view of the town, and a great way from the army, I faced about, and began to march off, as we marched I found the enemy followed, but kept at a distance, as if they only designed to obseive me I had not inarched far, but I heard a volley of small shot, answered by two or three more, which I pre* sently apprehended to be at the turnpike, where I had left a small guard of twenty-six men, with a lieutenant. Immediately I detached one hundred diagoons to lelieve my men, and secure my retieat, following myself as fast as the foot could march The lieutenant sent me back word, the post was taken by the enemy, and my men cut off, upon this I doubled my p<ice, and when I came up I found it as the lieutenant said, foi the post was taken and manned with three hundred musketeeis, and three troops of horse, by this time also I found the party in my rear made up towaids me, so that I was like to be chaiged, in a narrow place, both in front and lear
I saw there was no remedy but with all my force to fall upon that party before me, and so to break through before those fiom the town could come up with me, wheiefore, commanding my diagoons to alight, I oidered them to fall on upon the foot, their hoise wcic drawn up in an enclosed field on one side of the load, a great ditch secuung the othei side, so that they thought, if I chaiged the foot in fiont, they -would fall upon my flank, while those behind would chai #e my i ear; and indeed had the other come m time, they had cut me off. My diagoons made three fair charges on their foot, but were received with so much resolution, and so busk a Ine, that they were beaten off, and sixteen men killed 8oem# thorn so rudely handled, and the hoise leady to fall in, I leheved them with one hundiod musketeers, and they renewed the attack at the same time with my troop of horse, flanked on both wings with fifty musketeers, I faced then home, but did not offei to chaige thorn; the case grew now despenite, and the enem^ behind weie just at my heels, with neai t>*